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August
TBD (1 – 10) – Camp Whip O Will Clean up
2 – Hiking Club – Waterfall Hike - TBD
8 -10 – Rolling Rapids Canoe Trip
13 – Roundtable
16 – Hiking Club - Full Moon Night Hike – Pack
Monadnock
TBD – Welcome Back Family Picnic
25 – Annual Troop Ice Cream Social

September
9/13 – Hiking Club - West Rattlesnake
TBD – Return to Camp DePlante Campout

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Court of Honor

June 23rd marks the date of the Troop’s next
presentation of all rank advancements and merit
badges earned since the last Court of Honor. In
addition there will be an Eagle Court of Honor
where Jake Therrien will be presented his Eagle
rank. All families are asked to bring a finger snack
food for the reception following.

2008-09 Activity Planning Meeting

The annual planning session for next year’s troop
activities was held on June 8th. Several great ideas
came out of the meeting and the scheduling of
those ideas is currently in the works. The troop can
expect one campout per month (except December)
and a few new activities in addition to several of the
familiar troop outings. Sledding, fishing, a cooking
contest and orienteering at American Stonehenge
are a few of the new things that you’ll see on the
upcoming schedule….some of these may be
combined with campouts.

Thanks to the Scouts that attended and worked
together to come up with quality event ideas.

As always the Scouts depend on parents and
leaders to make arrangements and/or organize
each activity. The schedule will be available at the
Ice Cream Social on Monday, August 25th…..please
step forward and volunteer.

Troop Committee News

Many Thanks

After 20 years of Scouting, and the proud parent of
3 Eagle Scouts, June Porbunderwala will be retiring
as the Troop Committee Secretary. Mrs.
Porbunderwala has been the Troop Committee

Secretary since 1994 (ish.) (Her original application
was lost in the first church flood so we don’t have
official records to confirm her membership…and
she isn’t sharing.) She has been a guiding light for
the last 14 (ish) years for our Troop. Starting in Cub
Scouts and then on to Boy Scouts, her scouting
knowledge, training and experience has made her a
valuable asset to the Troop and the hundreds of
youth that we have served. She has helped the
Troop guide 24 Eagle Scouts. She has seen 5
Scoutmasters, 2 Charter Representatives, and
countless Assistant Scoutmasters and Committee
Members come through Troop 401.

On behalf of Troop 401, we would like to thank her
for her dedication and commitment, above and
beyond the call of duty. The imprint she has left with
all of the youth and adults that she has helped,
directly or indirectly, will have impact that will last
many lifetimes. We will miss you Mrs.
Porbunderwala. A Million Thank Yous!

Welcome

Troop 401 would like to welcome and thank Peggy
Meighan, who has agreed to take on the position of
Troop Committee Secretary. Her son Conor and
husband Ed joined the Troop in February when they
bridged from Pack 401. She has volunteered for
many things at the Pack level and she is ready and
prepared to jump right in at the Troop level.

We thank you for volunteering for this important job
with the Troop Committee. We look forward to
working with you and thank you for your valuable
time.

Focus Change

The Troop’s Outdoor Activities Chair, Kevin Seeley,
has recently decided to move from being an
assistant scoutmaster to putting more focus on
outdoor activities and on the Troop Committee. He
will still be able to teach the skills, just not sign off
the scouts books.

Fundraising Chair

In addition, Kelly Seeley has agreed to take on the
position of Fundraising Chair. This means that she
will know of the Fundraisers but WILL NOT be
running all of the fundraisers. We will still need
your help. Many thanks Kelly.

Summer Committee Meetings

The Troop Committee does not normally meet in
July and due to scheduling issues the August
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committee meeting will not be held on the second
Thursday of August. It has been tentatively
scheduled for Thursday, July 31st.

All parents and leaders are encouraged to attend
the Committee Meetings to share your ideas. We
will return to our regular, second Thursday of the
month meeting in September.

Add to your calendar now!

The Annual Troop Ice Cream Social is Monday
August 25th at St. James. Scouts and their families
are invited. You may bring a friend to see if they are
interested in joining Scouts.

You will receive a postcard this summer. Be sure to
check your mailbox and ask a friend to check us
out!!!!

Arrowhead District Roundtable

There will be no meeting in July. The next meeting
will be the second Wednesday in August, the 13th.
All Leaders are strongly encouraged to attend.

Summer E-mails

Occasionally the Troop is presented with an
opportunity to attend an event or gifted tickets to
shows. The fastest way to get the word out is
through the Troop email lists. Please check your
email on a regular basis even during the summer to
participate in those opportunities.

Summer Merit Badge Work

All of the scouts are encouraged to work on Merit
Badges this summer. School work and activities are
not occupying all of your time. Projects can be done
and adventures can be planned to meet the
requirements of many Merit Badges. See the
Scoutmaster or the Advancement Chair, Mr.
Volante, for a current list of Merit Badge Counselors
so that you can get started. Don’t forget to get your
Blue Cards and talk with the counselor before you
start the Merit Badge

Camp Whip O Will

The Troop is scheduled to perform our Community
Service at Whip O Will from August 1st to the 10th.
We need adults to cut the grass, weed wack, and
scouts to stack the wood in the axe yard and pick
up downed branches and secure fire pits. This is an
area we have used throughout the year and we
need to help maintain it. The Troop Committee will
choose a particular date for the clean up. If you are
unable to attend on this date, please let Mrs.
Kofman know when you are available. Watch your
email for the final date.

Thank you in advance for your time and work to
help maintain this local and convenient location.

Rolling Rapids Canoe Trip 8/8 to 10th

The final sign up date for the 2nd Annual Troop
Canoe trip is Monday, June 23rd. Please make sure
you are signed up as all logistics and supplies will
be based on the count as of June 23rd. Scouts and
Leaders, please see the activity coordinator, Ken
Sanborn, with any questions and concerns.

The trip will be August 8th-10th on the Connecticut
River. If you have any family members that would
like to camp and not participate in the canoe trip,
there are camping spots currently available near the
scout’s group camp site at Wilgus State Park. * The
families that attend, will be camping and eating on
their own, and will not be covered by any Liability
Insurance provided by BSA.
Please see Mr. Seeley for the State Park contact
info for reserving a spot for families that would like
to attend.

Liberty Tree Memorial

This fall our Troop has the honor of planting a 14-
19ft American Liberty Elm in Merrimack’s Weston
Park. The Elm tree has an important role in
American history beginning in the Revolutionary
War as the bronze plaque that will accompany the
tree will illustrate. Stay tuned for more details about
the planting but rest assured that Troop 401 and the
Town of Merrimack will make the tree planting a
day of celebration!




